
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

RED_To_Know_You_More_Clearly_web_version (6).pdfThrough our RE curriculum all pupils will know and live out the Gospel Values, having an 

enhanced spirituality for their faith journey and relationship with Christ.  Pupils have the opportunity to build their character to develop them into 

respectful, determined and self-managing individuals who embody the value of equality and Catholic excellence. We raise the aspirations of our 

pupils for life beyond St. Matthew’s, to succeed locally and globally. The curriculum is planned, sequenced and rich allowing all pupils to develop in 

a social, moral, spiritual and cultural way.  

 

Year 7 Curriculum 

Learning 

Focus 

Creation and 

Covenant – How 

and why are we 

here? 

Prophecy and 

Promise – Can a 

book have all the 

answers? 

Galilee to 

Jerusalem – 

Teachings of Jesus 

and the vulnerable 

in society 

Desert to Garden – 

The Paschal mystery 

To the ends of the 

Earth – The role of 

the Holy Spirit 

Dialogue and Encounter 

Learning Hours 

Associated 

Approx. 13 hours Approx. 13 hours Approx. 13 hours Approx. 13 hours Approx. 10 hours Approx. 10 hours 

What pupils 

will know, 

understand 

and be able 

to do. 

✓ Understand 

what a 

worldview is  

✓ Understand 

what shapes 

our worldviews 

✓ Understand 

how Gen1 

teaches that 

God created 

the world and 

gave humans 

stewardship 

✓ Understand the 

nature and 

importance of 

the Bible as 

Special 

Revelation 

✓ Understand why 

Christians need 

both Old and 

New Testament 

✓ Understand 

Catholic and 

Christian 

understandings 

✓ To know the 

basics of who 

Jesus is.  

✓ To know what 

the incarnation 

is and the 

importance of 

the Nicene 

Creed in 

expressing this 

belief.  

✓ To understand 

the importance 

✓  To know the 

meaning of the 

term sacrament 

and list the seven 

sacraments.   

✓ To know the 

structure of the 

Catholic Mass.  

✓ To know and 

understand the 

meaning of the 

term Eucharist as 

well as the 

✓ Understand the 

main 

theological 

emphases of St. 

Luke’s Gospel 

and describe 

the passages 

which show the 

significance of 

the Holy Spirit at 

key moments in 

Luke- Acts.  

✓ Understand the 

role of the Holy 

✓ Dialogue:  

✓ Understand the history, 

nature and purpose of 

Church Councils 

✓ Understand how and 

why groups have broken 

away from the Church 

following disagreement 

✓ Understand that the 

Roman Catholic Rite is 

one among six 

✓ Understand how 

Pentecostal beliefs 

about the Bible 
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✓ Understand 

Gen 2 and how 

God created 

humans in His 

image 

✓ Understand 

Gen 3 and how 

sin was created 

through the fall 

✓ Understand the 

similarities and 

differences in 

the two 

creation 

accounts in 

Genesis 

✓ Understand the 

different ways in 

which the Bible 

can be 

interpreted 

✓ Understand 

how the 

creation story 

has been 

depicted in art 

✓ Understand 

how Catholics 

should treat 

animals 

✓ Understand 

how Catholics 

use scripture to 

make choices 

about being 

vegetarian or 

vegan 

✓ Understand the 

nature and 

importance of 

of who wrote the 

Bible and who 

the true author is 

✓ Understand that 

there are 

different 

translations of 

the Bible 

✓ Understand how 

and why 

Catholic and 

Protestant Bibles 

are different 

✓ Understand the 

importance of 

the Tenakh 

✓ Understand 

Jesus as the 

living Word 

✓ Understand how 

the Bible can be 

used 

✓ Understand how 

Catholics use 

the Bible 

of Jesus as the 

‘Son of God’.  

✓ To understand 

the Holy Trinity 

and its 

representation in 

the arts.  

✓ To know what 

heresy is, 

particularly in 

relation to Arius.  

✓ To understand 

the importance 

of the titles of 

Jesus: ‘Christ’, 

‘Messiah’ and 

‘Son of David’.  

✓ To understand 

what Christians 

mean by the 

title ‘Lord’.  

✓ To understand 

the importance 

of Jesus as the 

‘Son of Man’. 

✓ To know how the 

mass is a 

trinitarian 

expression of lex 

orandi, lex 

credendi.  

✓ To understand 

how Jesus is a 

model of 

holiness. 

different titles for 

it.   

✓ To understand the 

importance of the 

Eucharist for 

Catholics. 

✓ To know the 

meaning of the 

teachings of the 

Eucharist as the 

source and 

summit of 

Christian life.  

✓ To understand the 

difference 

between Catholic 

belief and other 

Christian 

denominations 

about 

celebration of the 

Lords Supper.  

✓ To understand the 

essential signs of 

the Eucharist as 

well as the 

impact on those 

who receive it.   

✓ Understand the 

link between 

Passover and the 

Eucharist. 

✓ To understand the 

Catholic belief of 

transubstantiation 

✓ To know and 

understand the 

importance of the 

Paschal Mystery 

Spirit as ‘at work 

with the Father 

and the Son 

since the 

beginning, 

inspiring authors 

of the Old and 

New Testaments 

✓ Understand how 

the Holy Spirit is 

God for 

Catholics 

✓ Understand the 

importance of 

Pentecost 

✓ Understand how 

the feast of 

Pentecost is 

celebrated 

around the 

world.   

✓ Understand why 

the Church is 

referred to as 

the people of 

God, the Body 

of Christ and 

the Temple of 

the Holy Spirit. 

✓ Understand the 

Sacrament of 

Confirmation 

✓ Understand how 

the Pentecost 

Bronze in the 

Vatican 

Museum of 

modern art 

reflects Catholic 

influences their worship 

and beliefs and 

practices 

✓ Understand how CofE 

beliefs about the Bible 

influences their beliefs 

and practices 

✓ Understand what 

ecumenism is and how 

Churches work together 

✓ Encounter 

✓ Understand what is 

meant by the term 

‘dharmic’ religions 

✓ Understand the role of 

suffering in the dharmic 

religions 

✓ Understand the nature 

and importance of 

loving 

kindness/compassion in 

the dharmic religions 

✓ Understand the 

importance of taking 

care of the Earth in the 

dharmic religions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



stewardship for 

Catholics 

with reference to 

Luke 22:14-20 

beliefs about 

the Holy Spirit 

 

Subject 

Vocabulary 

Worldview 

God 

Revelation 

Literal Sense 

Literary Form 

Creation 

Creationism 

Scientism 

Prayer 

Stewardship 

Revelation 

Dei Verbum 

Scripture 

Tradition 

Magisterium 

Inspired 

Canon 

Old Testament 

New Testament 

Hebrew, Aramaic, 

Greek 

Tenakh 

Liturgy of the Word. 

Incarnation 

The ‘Word’ 

Trinity 

Nicene Creed 

Lex orandi, lex 

credeni 

Begotten  

Mission statement 

Mass  

Heresy 

Service 

 

Sacrament 

Eucharist 

Passover 

Pascal Mystery 

Transubstantiation 

Initiation 

Mass 

Holy Communion 

Holy Spirit 

Trinity 

Pentecost 

Confirmation 

Charismatic 

Ruah 

Fruits of the Spirit 

Temple of the Holy 

Spirit 

People of God 

 

Ecumenical council 

Schism 

Dogma 

Reform 

Christian Unity 

Ecumenism 

Dharma 

Dukkha 

Ahimsa 

Moksha 

Samsara 

Nirvana  

reincarnation 

Subject Texts 

Used 

Genesis 1:1-2:4 

Genesis 

2:5-25 

Dei Verbum 

Magisterium 

The Catechism 

Marks Gospel 

The Nicene Creed 

Extracts of the 

Catholic Missal 

The Catechism 

The events of the 

Pascal mystery 

The Passover story in 

Exodus 

Extracts of Luke’s 

Gospel 

The story of 

Pentecost in Acts 

Galatians 5 

The Nicene Creed 

Nicene Creed 

Acts 15 

Galations 2 

Church Council documents 

Mahabarata 

Mahayana sutras 

Guru Granth Sahib 

 

Cultural 

Enrichment 

Opportunities 

Youth SVP 

Laudate Si Centre 

A study of Donald 

Jackson’s Genesis 

Frontpiece 

Good News for 

Everyone (formally 

Gideons UK) 

assembly 

A study of Ethiopian 

illuminated Gospels 

Visit to Missionaries 

of Charity 

Class Mass 

Visit to/virtual tour of 

a Church 

A study of ‘First 

Supper Last Supper 

by Susan Dorothea 

White  

Spiritans Speakers from different 

Christian denominations 

Learning 

Behaviours 

Purposeful 

conversation 

Confidence  

Collaboration 

Creative thinking 

Reflection 

Responsibility 

Following 

instructions 

Leadership 

Observation  

Collaboration 

Following instructions 

Creative thinking 

Creative thinking 

Reflection 

Empathy  

Purposeful conversation 

 

 

 

 



Year 8 Curriculum 

Learning 

Focus 

Creation and 

Covenant - The Fall 

and Morality 

Prophecy and 

Promise – Prophecy 

in Advent 

Galilee to Jerusalem 

– the Kingdom of God 

Desert to Garden –

suffering 

To the ends of the 

Earth – life after death 

Encounter and 

dialogue  

Learning 

Hours 

Associated 

Approx. 13 hours Approx. 14 hours Approx. 13 hours Approx. 10 hours Approx. 10 hours Approx. 13 hours 

What pupils 

will know, 

understand 

and be able 

to do. 

✓ Understand the 

meaning of 

Genesis 3 and 

the difference 

between 

personal and 

original sin. 

✓ Understand the 

importance of 

Baptism 

✓ Understand how 

the belief that 

human beings 

are created in 

the image and 

likeness of God 

implies that they 

have freedom 

and responsibility 

✓  Understand the 

meaning and 

importance of 

the Decalogue 

and how it links 

to the Greatest 

Commandment 

✓ Understand the 

role of the 

Decalogue 

today 

✓ Understand the 

role of the 

✓ Understand 

what is meant 

by Messianic 

prophecy 

✓ Understand 

common 

prophetic 

themes in Amos  

✓ Understand how 

the prophecy of 

John the Baptist 

is linked to Old 

Testament 

prophecy 

✓ Understand the 

calling of all lay 

people to be 

priest, prophet 

and king. 

✓ Understand the 

difficulties faced 

by those who 

speak the truth 

for the good of 

others  

✓ Understand how 

the Church 

reflects on 

prophetic texts 

in Advent 

✓ Understand how 

Advent 

✓ Understand 

Catholic 

teaching on 

how to interpret 

the Gospels  

✓ Understand 

Jesus’ 

encounters with 

those on the 

margins in the 

Gospels 

✓ Understand the 

meaning of a 

parable about 

Kingdom growth  

✓ Understand how 

miracles are 

evidence of 

Jesus’ power  

✓ Understand how 

Jesus’ actions 

link with Catholic 

belief that the 

Kingdom 

belongs to the 

poor and lowly  

✓ Understand how 

CST informs how 

Catholics 

respond to those 

living with visible 

and invisible 

disability  

✓ Understand the 

suffering of Jesus 

in Mk 14:32-15:39 

and how it links 

with the Servant 

in the Fourth 

Servant Song Is 

52:13-53:12. 

✓ Understand that 

humans have 

always 

contemplated 

the meaning of 

suffering and the 

difference 

between 

physical and 

moral suffering.  

✓ Understand Old 

Testament 

explanations for 

the existence of 

suffering  

✓ Understand how 

the Church 

responds to 

suffering, when 

united with 

Christ’s, as an 

offering to 

others 

✓ Understand one 

resurrection 

account U8.5.1 

✓ Understand why 

the resurrection 

is the central 

and crowning 

truth of the 

Christian faith 

with reference 

to St. Paul 1 Cor 

15:1-58.  

✓ Understand the 

4 last things in 

Catholic beliefs 

about life after 

death  

✓ Understand why 

there are 

different 

Christian beliefs 

about purgatory  

✓ Understand the 

main elements 

of a Catholic 

funeral rite  

✓ Understand why 

baptism is 

necessary for 

salvation with 

links to the use 

✓ Dialogue 

✓ Understand how 

Vatican II 

influences 

Catholic 

approaches to 

dialogue 

✓ Understand the 

concentric 

circles model of 

dialogue found 

in Ecclesiam 

Suam 

✓ Encounter 

✓ Islam as an 

Abrahamic 

religion; the life 

teachings and 

importance of 

the Prophet 

Muhammad; the 

nature and 

importance of 

the Qur’an; 

Muslims beliefs 

about Allah; the 

nature and 

importance of 

the 5 pillars of 

Islam; Halal food 

laws; the nature 



conscience on 

making moral 

decisions 

✓ To understand 

the nature and 

importance of 

civil 

disobedience 

 

traditions differ 

around the 

world 

✓ Understand how 

the Anointing of 

the Sick links to 

Catholic beliefs 

about the 

Kingdom of God  

✓ Understand 

different artistic 

expressions of 

the Kingdom of 

God  

✓ Express an 

understanding 

of Catholic 

beliefs about the 

Kingdom 

through art or 

poetry  

 

✓ Understand the 

work of the 

Mizen 

Foundation 

✓ Understand the 

meaning and 

importance of 

Matthew 4:1-11 

– Jesus’ testing 

in the wilderness  

✓ Understand how 

and why 

Catholics should 

practice the 

disciplines of 

fasting, 

almsgiving and 

prayer in Lent  

✓ Understand the 

events of the 

Paschal Mystery  

✓ Understand how 

beliefs about 

the Paschal 

mystery are 

expressed 

through the 

Easter Triduum 

liturgies  

✓ Understand the 

importance of 

the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation 

 

of Holy water in 

the funeral rite  

✓ Understand how 

and why funeral 

rites differ 

around the 

world  

and importance 

of the Mosque. 

Subject 

Vocabulary 

The Fall 

Original Sin 

The Decalogue 

Freedom 

Responsibility 

Conscience 

Advent 

Prophet 

Priest 

King 

messianic 

Kingdom of God 

Moral sense of 

scripture 

Miracles 

Parables 

Anointing of the Sick 

 Suffering 

Physical suffering 

Moral suffering 

The inconsistent triad 

Lent 

Fast 

Death 

Judgement 

Immortality of the 

soul 

Heaven 

Hell 

Allah 

Muhammad 

Tawhid 

Shahadah 

Salat 

Zakat 



Covenant  

Decalogue 

 

Almsgiving 

Paschal mystery 

Easter Triduum 

Reconciliation 

Purgatory 

Resurrection 

Judgement day 

funeral 

Hajj 

Sawm 

Ramadan 

Mosque 

Qur’an 

Subject Texts 

Used 

Genesis 3 

The Decalogue 

Greatest 

Commandment MT 

22:34-40 

 

Isaiah 6:1-13; Ez 2: 1-

3:15, Jer 1:1-10. 

Lk 1:5-25,67-80;31-22 

CCC567,669,1504-05 

Parables of the 

Kingdom 

The Parable of the 

Sheep and the Goats 

Mk 14:32-15:39 

The story of Job 

Mt 4: 1-11 

John’s Resurrection 

account 

St. Paul 1 Cor 15:1-58.  

 

The Qur’an 

The Life of 

Muhammad 

 

Cultural 

Enrichment 

Opportunities 

Study of civil 

disobedience 

Priest visits to explain 

the sacraments. 

Pupils to experience 

the sacraments of 

Eucharist and 

Reconciliation. 

Speakers from 

organisations such as 

SVP, International 

Prison Outreach, 

Mission  

Study of the Mizen 

foundation 

Opportunity to take 

part in reconciliation 

in school 

Funeral rites around 

the world 

 Muslim speaker 

Virtual tour of a 

Mosque 

 

Learning 

Behaviours 

Empathy 

Purposeful 

conversation 

Logical thinking  

Reflection 

Following instructions  

Empathy Following instructions 

Responsibility 

Empathy 

Reflection  

Empathy 

Purposeful 

conversation 

 

 

Year 9 Curriculum 
Learning 

Focus 

Creation and 

Covenant 
Prophecy and Promise 

Galilee to Jerusalem 

- Discipleship 
Desert to Garden 

To the Ends of the 

Earth – The Church 
GCSE Jewish Beliefs  

Learning 

Hours 

Associated 

Approx. 13 hours Approx. 13 hours Approx. 13 hours Approx. 12 hours 

Approx. 12 hours 

Approx. 13 hours 

What pupils 

will know, 

understand 

and be able 

to do. 

✓ Understand the 

difference 

between 

Genesis 1 and 2 

on the creation 

of humans.  

✓ Understand what 

makes a human 

and what give 

them dignity  

✓ Understand how 

humans are 

✓ To understand 

what social 

privilege and 

inequality are.   

✓ To understand the 

role of women in 

religion.   

✓ To understand 

who Deborah is in 

the Bible.   

✓ To understand 

the historical 

context of Mark’s 

Gospel 

✓ To know what 

discipleship is 

✓ To understand 

how Mark’s 

Gospel shows the 

nature of 

discipleship 

✓ To understand the 

key features of 

Herod’s Temple at 

the time of Jesus. 

✓ To understand the 

role of High Priest 

✓ To understand the 

main features of the 

Day of Atonement 

rite in ancient 

Judaism 

✓ To understand 

the 

characteristics 

of the Church in 

first century 

Corinth 

✓ To understand 

St. Paul’s 

complaints 

about the first 

century Church 

✓ Dialogue: 

✓ To understand the 

teachings about 

intercultural 

dialogue 

expressed in 

‘Meeting God in 

Friend and 

Stranger’. 

✓ To understand the 

essential elements 

of the 



created in the 

image and 

likeness of God.   

✓ Understand the 

importance of 

the Sanctity of 

Life for Christians.   

✓ Understand the 

Christian 

teachings on 

when life begins  

✓ Understand the 

importance of 

the Sermon on 

the Mount for 

Christians today.   

✓ Understand the 

nature of 

euthanasia  

✓ Understand the 

dignity of the 

human person.   

 

✓ To understand 

who Mary as the 

mother of Jesus is.   

✓ To know why God 

chose Deborah 

and Mary.   

✓ To understand 

what the 

Magnificat is.   

✓ To understand why 

the Magnificat 

was banned.   

✓ To understand 

what a Marian 

shrine is.  

✓ To understand 

how Catholics 

honour Mary and 

to discuss whether 

they devote too 

much time to her.   

 

✓ To understand 

what is meant by 

vocation 

✓ To understand 

what the Gospels 

teach about the 

nature of 

discipleship 

✓ To understand 

the Sacrament of 

Holy Orders 

✓ To understand 

why women 

cannot be 

ordained in the 

priesthood 

✓ To understand the 

importance of the 

Old Covenant 

✓ To understand how 

the Old Covenant is 

superseded by the 

New Covenant 

✓ To understand how 

the New Covenant 

ushers in a new 

priesthood with 

Christ as High Priest 

✓ To understand the 

Church’s teaching 

that all believers 

are one in Christ 

✓ To understand 

the Church as 

the communion 

of saints.  

✓ To understand 

the structure of 

the Church on 

earth. 

✓ To understand 

what is meant 

by the Church 

in heaven  

✓ To understand 

what is meant 

by the Church 

being purified  

✓ To understand 

the importance 

of angels and 

saints 

✓ To understand 

the use of 

iconography of 

angels in 

sacred art.  

commitment to 

the common good 

✓ To understand the 

importance of 

fruitful dialogue 

✓ Encounter: 

✓ Jewish beliefs 

about the nature 

of the Almighty 

✓ Shekinah 

✓ Messiah 

✓ Abrahamic 

Covenant 

✓ Mosaic Covenant  

✓ Pikuach Nefesh 

✓ Moral principles 

and Mitzvot 

✓ Eschatology 

Subject 

Vocabulary 

Imago Dei 

Inalienable dignity 

Human person 

Relational 

Rational 

Volitional 

Sanctity of life 

Marriage 

Sacrament of 

Matrimony 

Typology 

Protoevangelium 

Mary 

Mother of God 

Immaculate 

Conception 

Our Lady 

New Eve 

Magnificat 

The Rosary 

Discipleship 

Vocation 

Holy Orders 

Deacon 

Priest 

Bishop 

Religious Life 

Evangelical Counsels 

Poverty  

Chastity 

Obedience  

Celibacy  

Sinai covenant  

Temple 

Sanctuary 

Holy of Holies 

Day of Atonement 

High Priest 

Mystery of Redemption 

Grace 

Redemption 

Atonement 

Salvation 

Reparation 

Sanctification 

Church  

Communion of 

saints 

Church on earth 

Church in heaven 

Church being 

purified  

Saints 

Angels 

Archangels 

Purgatory 

Intercultural dialogue 

Common good 

Respect for the person 

Social Wellbeing 

Worldview 

 

Almighty 

Shekinah 

Messiah 

Covenant 

Mitzvot 

Pikuach Nefesh 

Subject Texts 

Used 

RVE 

Corinthians 6:12-20 

Genesis 1+2 

Gen 1+2 

Catechism 

The Magnificat 

CCC 4222 

CCC 541 

CCC1536 

 Exodus 24:8 

CCC 433 

Ccc571-637 

1 Corinthians  

CCC 748 

CCC328 

Tenakh  

Talmud  



Mk 10:1-12 Stories of women in 

the OT 

Mark CCC 599-655 

 

Cultural 

Enrichment 

Opportunitie

s 

Examples in the 

media 

Study of ancient 

human art 

Understanding 

typology and its role in 

setting and 

challenging cultural 

norms (i.e. patriarchy 

and misogyny) 

Study of art and 

shrines 

Understanding 

reasons for Christian 

diversity 

 

 Understanding the 

Sacrament of Holy 

Orders 

Understanding the 

roles of the Church 

and how they 

support the laity 

Study of charities that 

promote Justice and 

Peace – Zamen Tare, 

Corrymeela.  

Use of world artworks 

e.g. Les Misérables 

 

Artistic example: 

Elizabeth Wang’s 

‘When we pray at 

Mass we are united 

with Christ in Glory 

and  

with the gathering 

of His saints and 

the souls of 

Purgatory’ 

 

Jewish speakers  

Virtual tours/visit to a 

synagogue  

Learning 

Behaviours 

 Empathy 

Observation  

Purposeful 

conversation 

 Reflection Observational 

Purposeful 

Reflection 

Following instructions 

Reflection Purposeful 

conversation 

Collaboration  

 

 

For Information: 

 

Autumn Term – 15 Weeks (Week 1 – 15) 

Spring Term – 11 Weeks (Week 16 – 26) 

Summer Term – 13 Weeks (Week 27-39) 

 

RE Curriculum Time – 6 hours per fortnight (2 Week Timetable) 


