Music development plan summary:
St. Matthew’s RC High School

Overview

Below is an overview that outlines some of the key information regarding music at
St. Matthew’s RC High School:

Detail Information

Academic year that this summary covers 2024-25

Date this summary was published Sept 2024

Date this summary will be reviewed July 2025

Name of the school music lead S Millington

Name of school leadership team member with A Lennon

responsibility for music (if different)

Name of local music hub Manchester One Education Music
Name of other music education organisation(s) OneEducation Music

(if partnership in place) Wren Music Services

MK Music Service

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

An overview of the music curriculum for each year group is available on the
school website. The website also details the time allocated for curriculum music
for each key stage and term (or each half-term) of the academic year.

Pupils at key stage 3 receive a one hour timetabled music lessons per week. At
key stage 4 pupils receive five timetabled hours over a two week timetable.

At St. Matthew's, the music curriculum has its foundations based on the
National Curriculum, incorporating elements from the Model Music Curriculum




(March 2021). These elements are integrated into our teaching framework, with
adaptations to suit our learners and our specific educational setting.

Within the music curriculum, the golden threads of singing and instrumental
development - encompassing both solo and ensemble playing - are intricately
woven throughout. The curriculum is designed with a focus on sequencing
these skills to ensure a cohesive and progressive learning experience. Pupils
have opportunities to play/learn keyboard/piano in class with opportunities to
sing, learn ukulele and samba drums in whole class settings.

Some pupils study and achieve graded music exams in various year groups with
support from peripatetic music teachers, key stage 4 pupils can choose to
study GCSE Music (AQA) or BTEC Music (Pearson).

St. Matthew's KS3 curriculum
St. Matthew's KS4 curriculum

At St. Matthew's, a commitment to inclusion and equity is integral to the
curriculum. It is imperative that every student has access to the music
curriculum and attains successful outcomes. However, it is recognised that
certain students may require additional, often temporary, scaffolded to reach
these outcomes. Potential barriers that students with special educational needs
and disabilities may encounter in music lessons, along with specific strategies to
overcome these barriers are addressed in the Mid-term plans.

Part B: Co-curricular music

St. Matthew's offers extensive opportunities for instrumental tuition outside of
lesson time. One-to-one and small group lessons are available on strings,
woodwind, brass, guitar and drums/percussion. These opportunities are
available to all pupils. Pupils begin in small groups and may change to one-to-
one lessons as they progress and/or take music as an option at key stage 4. The
school currently subsidises all instrumental lessons with no cost passed on to any
pupils. St. Matthew’s and OneEducation have an extensive stock of instruments
which are loaned (free of charge) to pupils who receive instrumental lessons.
Lessons are provided by staff from OneEducation Music, Wren Music Services
(strings) and MK Music Service (woodwind). Peripatetic lessons at St. Matthew's
are designed to nurture students' musical talents and foster a lifelong
appreciation for music. Through these lessons, students will receive high-quality
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https://www.smrchs.com/documents/curriculum/ks3-curriculum-overview/ks3-music.pdf?66e836c4
https://www.smrchs.com/documents/curriculum/ks4-curriculum-overview/ks4-music.pdf?669a3b9e

instruction tailored to their individual needs, ensuring that every child has the
opportunity to develop their musical abilities to the fullest.

Link to OneEducation Music website

St. Matthew’s offer a range of instrumental & vocal groups/ensembles as well
as clubs that are open to all students across all year groups. Rehearsals & clubs
take place in specialist music areas such as the music department classrooms,
practice rooms, or the main hall where appropriate.

School Concert Band

Made up of pupils who received instrumental tuition on a wind instrument and
have reached the required standard to play in the school band. The band is
made up of pupils from all year groups and rehearse once a week after school
on a Monday. Repertoire includes works for junior wind band which are
designed to challenge pupils o make progress with their ensemble skills.

Rock Band
Made up of pupils who use the music department at break and lunchtimes to
rehearse instruments/songs under the direction of one of the music teachers.

Vocal group

Vocal group is a school-wide singing group open to students from all year
groups. The repertoire includes songs specifically chosen to accommodate
multiple-part harmonies, providing a rich & layered vocal experience.
Additionally, the group offers numerous opportunities for solo performances,
allowing students to showcase their individual talents within the ensemble. This
inclusive group fosters a collaborative environment where students can
develop their vocal skills & experience the joy of collective music-making from
a range of different genres & styles. The group rehearse during lunchtimes.

School production

This takes place annually, & allows singers, actors, dancers and musicians
across all year groups to be a part of a collaborative whole-school musical.
Auditions usually take place mid-September, with rehearsals then running from
October after school and during lunchtimes through to final performances in
July of the following year.

String ensemble
Made up of all pupils receiving string instrumental lessons who have reached
the required standard.



https://www.oneeducation.co.uk/teaching-learning/music/

Woodwind ensemble
Made up of all pupils receiving woodwind instrumental lessons who have
reached the required standard.

Brass ensembles

St. Matthew's has two brass ensembles, a beginner and senior ensemble. The
groups are made up of all pupils receiving brass instrumental lessons who have
reached the required standard.

Part C: Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

Within the academic year there are several additional musical opportunities
that take place:

Singing/instrumental music as part of Mass/Liturgies

The vocal group and instrumentalists, are encouraged to provide music for
school Masses & liturgies throughout the school year. This helps to embody the
Catholic ethos of the school and is also an opportunity for students to gain con-
fidence performing in a supportive environment. Some of these events include:
The year 7 welcome Mass, St. Matthew's Partnership Mass, Christmas Carol Ser-
vice, Year 11 leavers Mass, along with other smaller liturgies throughout the
school year.

Carol service

St. Matthew's annual Carol Service offers pupils the opportunity to perform in
public in the main school auditorium. This prestigious event includes a variety of
both Sacred & Secular music and is a highlight of the school calendar, fostering
a sense of community and pride among students, staff, and attendees. The
staff vocal group join with pupils to perform pieces together.

Open Evening
A range of music making is presented during the annual school open evening
to showcase the opportunities available at St. Matthew's

Talent Show/X-Factor Evening
A talent show/X-Factor competition open to all pupils to audition and compete
for prizes. Open to instrumentalists and singers.




Summer Music Fest

The main concert of the school year featuring all musicians and ensembles. This
another opportunity for students to gain confidence performing in a supportive
environment. This takes place in the main school auditorium and is a Showcase
of all the music making happening at St. Matthew's with a broad range of gen-
res and ensemble types talking part.

Whole-school production

This takes place annually, & allows singers, actors, dancers and musicians
across all year groups to be a part of a collaborative whole-school musical. Au-
ditions usually take place mid-September, with rehearsals then running from
October through to final performances in July of the following year.

Trips to Musicals and Performances

St. Matthew's offers students the chance to attend live musicals & music
performances spanning a range of genres. These trips are designed to build
cultural capital & enrich students' life experiences. By exposing students to
professional performances, these outings aim to inspire & enthuse them,
enhancing their appreciation for the performing arts & motivating them in their
own musical pursuits. These frips range from trips to visit small local venues,
larger City venues, to overnight trips to London.

Overnight residential trip

St. Matthew'’s organises an annual overnight performing arts trip to London,
providing students with the opportunity to experience musical, artistic, &
theatrical offerings. Pupils watch a professional West End show and take part in
workshops lead by West End professionals. These trips are designed to broaden
students' cultural perspectives & deepen their understanding of global arts
traditions. By immersing themselves in diverse cultural environments, students
gain invaluable insights and inspiration that enrich their artistic education &
personal growth. These trips are charged, but students that come from low-
income families or are Pupil Premium can apply for subsidies on a case-by-case
basis.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.



Below are details of improvements planned to be made to Music starting from
September 2024

Curriculum music

e Constant review of the current curriculum to meet the needs of St.
Matthew's pupils.

e Buy-in of new instruments and equipment for use in class (key-
boards, Viewsonic interactive teacher display screens, music tech
accessories (Audio interfaces, headphones etc.)

Co-Curricular music
e Buy in of a guitar teacher for the first fime in ten years.
Musical experiences

e More visits to local performances in Manchester.
e Re infroduction of Talent show/X-Factor which has not ran for two
years.




