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Headteacher’s Message  

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

A very warm welcome back to the start of the new 
term! We’ve faced some challenging winter weather 
and the post-Christmas wave of illness, yet it’s won-
derful to see how well our school community has ral-
lied to begin the term on a positive note. 

I would like to extend my thanks to both students 
and parents for your overwhelmingly positive re-
sponse to our recent jewellery and presentation 
drive. This collective effort is yet another example of 
our shared commitment to making St Matthew’s the 
best it can be. Working together as one community 
is what continues to drive our school’s success. 

This week, I’ve had the privilege of meeting several 
of our Year 11 students to discuss their preparation 
for the upcoming exams. Their dedication and deter-
mination serve as a powerful reminder of the incredi-
ble young people we have the honor of guiding here 
at St Matthew’s. 

In this Sunday’s Gospel, we hear from John, who 
gives great significance to Jesus’ miracle of turning 
water into wine. Unlike many other miracles, this 
one highlights Jesus’ humanity as much as his divin-
ity. By helping the bridegroom avoid a wedding day 
disaster, Jesus brought joy to his mother, the couple, 
and the entire village. 

This message of joy resonates deeply with me as I 
reflect on our school community. There is a strong 
sense of happiness and purpose at St Matthew’s, 
and it truly is a pleasure to come to work each day. 

Thank you, as always, for your support. Together, 
we continue to make St Matthew’s a place of joy, 
growth, and faith. 

God bless, 

Friday 17 January 2025 
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100% attendance  0 days missed  Excellent  
0 lessons 

missed  
 Gives your child the 

best chance of        

success and gets them 

off to a flying start  
95% attendance  

9 days of absence, 1 week 

and 4 days of learning 

missed  

Satisfactory  
45 lessons 

missed  

90% attendance  

19 days of absence, 3 weeks 

and 4 days of learning 

missed  

Poor  
95 lessons 

missed  

Less chance of                    

success, makes it             

harder to make                  

progress 

85% attendance  27 days of absence, 5 weeks Very poor  140 lessons 

Serious implications 

on learning and            

progress  

  36 days of absence, 7 weeks Unacceptable  190 lessons 

75% attendance  
45 days of absence, 9 weeks 

and 1 day of learning missed  
Unacceptable  

230 lessons 

missed  

Procedures for students whom become              
unwell during the school day: 

If you require any support or advice to help with your child to improve their attendance 
then please get in touch with us at school or email:  

Attendance@smrchs.com 

G Matthew: Strategic Attendance Lead 

C Grainger: Attendance Lead 

S Ross: Attendance Officer/ Safeguarding Officer

Attendance Information 
Students need to be in school to maximise their learning success 

Students must speak to their Director of Year or Head of Year in the first 
instance. Staff will then contact parents/ carers if students are genuinely 
too unwell to remain in school. 

Where possible, we try to encourage students to remain in school until 
12.20pm as this ensures they still keep their PM registration mark. 

If students contact parents/ carers directly, please can you ask your child 
to go to the Year staff mentioned above and they will contact you. 

  These procedures are in place in order to ensure                                       

  the safety of all students. 
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Chaplaincy Corner 

Mr Hall: Chaplaincy Lead 

 

When we returned from the Christmas 
break, we celebrated the feast of the 
Epiphany when we remember the how 
Jesus Christ, the light of the world, 
gives Catholics hope in the darkness. 
During form time prayer we wished our 
Orthodox brothers and sisters a Happy 
Christmas as they celebrated the birth 
of Christ on the 7

th
 January. Also during 

the weekly prayers, pupils were intro-
duced to this years theme of Year of Ju-
bilee as Pope Francis declared this 
year will be ‘Pilgrims of Hope’. The con-
cept of Jubilee is one rooted in the earli-
est days of Judeo-Christian tradition.In 
the Book of Leviticus, we read that the 
people of Israel celebrated this tradition 
every 50 years.Its purpose was to re-
establish a proper relationship with 
God, with one another, and with all of 
creation. It involved the forgiveness of 
debts, the return of misappropriated 
land, and a fallow period for the fields. 
Today, the Catholic Church celebrates 
this tradition once every 25 years as a 
year of grace, offering the faithful the 
opportunity to renew faith through pray-
er, pilgrimage, acts of charity, and by 
asking for a plenary indulgence – a spe-
cial grace that strengthens our wound-
ed souls in the fight against sin. We will 
be exploring the different aspects of this 
theme throughout the academic year 
and look out for passing the Anchor as 
a way of celebrating the Jubilee Year 
along with our partner primaries.  
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Highlights of the Week 

MFL Stars of the Week 

Teacher  Year  Student Teacher  Year  Student 
Mrs Gyves -Walker 8 French Esosa O Mr Moran 7 French Confidence O 

Mrs Gyves -Walker 9 French Derek A Mr Moran 8 French Curtis M 

Mrs Gyves -Walker 10 French Bailey W Mr Moran 9 French Henry E 

Mrs Gyves -Walker 11 French Shekinah D Miss Prendergast 7 Spanish Micheal M 

Mrs Hasson 7 Spanish Precious O Miss Prendergast 8 Spanish Lacey M 

Mrs Hasson 8 Spanish Kallie B Miss Prendergast 9 Spanish Sarah S 

Mrs Hasson 9 Spanish Bonnie A Miss Prendergast 10 Spanish Melody S 

Mrs Hasson 10 Spanish Prosper E Miss Prendergast 11 Spanish David E 

Mrs Hasson 11 Spanish Loveth T Mrs Callison 9 German Harry E 

Mr Atkin 7 Spanish Alfie B Mrs Callison 10 German Alexandra W 

Mr Ryan Beehive Oliver A Mrs Callison 11 German Safina O 

Well done to all our winners this week! 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 11 

Top 5 Achievers: Richard 

Top 5 Achievers: Bajen 

Top 5 Achievers:  Alisha 

Top 5 Achievers:  Sofia 

Top 5 Achievers:  Prince 

Top Attending Form: 11A (97.2%) 

100%Attendance: 92 Students 

A Shout Out from Mrs Lennon in RE…  
I have been so impressed with how 11x1 have started back in their 
RE lessons. We have had 3 lessons this week and all of the students 
have been engaged and focused in their learning. It has been such 
positive learning environment. 

 

More information will follow in future round up releases!  

Pupils will be starting their PPE 2: 

Monday 24
th

 February 2025 
on their return from February half term.  

The overall aim is for pupils to: 

• Practise, practise, practise! 

• Show what you know! 

• Build resilience – focus on extended writing 

• Increase confidence! 

Scan the QR Code for the 
latest PPE 2 timetable 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 10 
Top 5 Achievers: Vanessa 

Top 5 Achievers: Mediyn 

Top 5 Achievers: Beyounce 

Top 5 Achievers: Loredana 

Top 5 Achievers: Asabi 

Top Attending Form: 10C (96.37%) 

Students with 100% Attendance: 192 Students 

A Shout Out from Mrs O’Leary to the Year 10 
trampolining group... They have been recapping their 

basic shapes this week in preparation for some more complex move-
ments.  

Well done Rachel and Sharon who demonstrated some excellent con-
trol, flexibility and precision in their straddle jumps. 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 9 
Top 5 Achievers: Oliver-Joe 

Top 5 Achievers: Layce 

Top 5 Achievers: Lavannah 

Top 5 Achievers: Lacey 

Top 5 Achievers: Rossira 

Top Attending Form: 9G (98%) 

Students with 100% Attendance: 86 Students 

A Shout Out from Ms O’Brien in Drama… 
Just a few words about the learners listed below from 9G. Each of 
them performed with skill and creativity, were awarded Actor of the 
Week certificates, and I am sending a praise text home. Excellent ef-
fort and engagement. 
9G: Archie, Celestine, Abigail, Brooke and Mikalah 
9H: Lani, Remme and Ayaat 

A Shout from Miss Pearson in RE… 
Massive shoutout to Darci-Mae and Munashe who have achieved full 
marks on their checkpoints and made big progress in class! Very 

A Shout from Mrs Ackers in Drama… 
I just wanted to say how fantastic 9F have been. They are preparing 
for their mid-year exams and their levels of skill and dedication have 
been fantastic to see. Huge well done to them. 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 9 

A Shout Out from Mrs Lee in Art… 
I’m hugely proud of my Year 9 Art classes and their responses 
to the artist, Shantell Martin. A special mention to Kim, who has 
won this week's Art Star Award! 
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Highlights of the Week 
Year 9: Artist, Shantell Martin continued... 



 

 

Highlights of the Week 

Year 9 

A Shout Out from Mr Napier in the Beehive... 
Here are some examples of the revision mats 9k completed when re-
vising the topic of cells. They were referring back to previous work in 
their books and identifying key features, functions and adaptations of 
different types of cell. Well done everyone!! 



 

 

 
  

Highlights of the Week 

Year 8 
Top 5 Achievers: Somto 

Top 5 Achievers: Bernice 

Top 5 Achievers: Bezaleel 

Top 5 Achievers: Joshua 

Top 5 Achievers: Temi 

Top Attending Form: 8I 

Students with 100% Attendance: 195 Students 

Year 8 Team of the Week: 
Eminence, Michelle, Bezaleel, Chloe and            
Benedicta 

Year 8 Attendance 

WINNER: 
Henry              

(8F) 



 

 

Highlights of the Week 

Year 8 

A Shout Out from Miss Waters… 
St Matthew’s Year 8 netball team beat Chorlton South 4-3 in 
their latest fixture. Iwinosa was voted player of the match.                             
Well done Year 8! #Soproud! 

 



 

 

Highlights of the Week 

Year 8 

A Shout Out from Miss Elliott in Art... 
Year 8 are exploring the style of artist Katie Degroot. 

I am especially impressed with Mason’s (8B) control and 

A Shout Out from Mrs Mirza in Maths… 
I would like to give a shout out to my students in (8x1): Crystabel, Dallyce, Es-

ther, Hawah, Britney, Shalom, Arman, Temi, Coumba, Chloe, Mary Ann, Kind-

ness, Afnan, Marvelous, Zach, Farrah and Abolaji for being kind and respectful 

in class and for always being so  focused! 
 

I would also like to shout out to my students in (8y4): Omar, Aiman, Rebecca, 

Melody,   Alexander, Melissa, Laiba, Malik, Alessia and Jamila for being on 
task and being respectful and helpful. 



 

 

Highlights of the Week 

Year 8 

 A Shout Out from Mr Napier in the Beehive… 

Here 8K have made revision mats in preparation for their mid– year 
exams. They contributed brilliantly to the lesson and worked hard, 
completing all the tasks. Fantastic work 8K!  

A Shout Out from Ms O’Brien in Drama… 
8B are all working really well in Drama. All on task rehearsing! A bril-
liant atmosphere!  

A Shout Out from Miss Waters in PE... 
Evie in 8K has been amazing in trampolining! 

A Shout from Miss Pearson in RE… 
Big shoutout to 8D and 8B for being hardworking and dedicated dur-
ing the preparation for their mid-year exams. Excited to see what 
they can achieve! 



 

 

Highlights of the Week 

Year 7 
Top 5 Achievers: Salem 

Top 5 Achievers: Kyler 

Top 5 Achievers: Lewis 

Top 5 Achievers: Iwinosa 

Top 5 Achievers: Charlie 

Top Attending Form: 7C (100%!) 

Students with 100% Attendance: 221 Students 

A Shout Out from Mr Darjee in Maths… 
To 7Y3 for their fantastic work in their divisibility test.                                  
A special shout out to Joel and Paschal for their fantastic notes.  



 

 

Highlights of the Week 

Year 7 

A Shout Out from Miss Elliott in Art… 
Some excellent portrait paintings from 7x2. A special shout out to 
Ebeneezer (7G)! 



 

 

Highlights of the Week 

Year 7 

Mrs Hill and Mrs O’Leary in PE would like to Shout Out… 

Well done to the Year 7s who have been taking part in trampolining. 

They have been learning their basic shapes and twists. 

A special shout out to Anesa, Lily and Italia who demonstrated great 
control, aesthetic appreciation and flexibility.  



 

 

Highlights of the Week 

Year 7 
 A Shout Out from Mrs Garman in English... 
7Y1 have really impressed me this week with their 
reading ability. We’re currently studying the play 
adaptation of Frankenstein and the students read 
with great expression and enthusiasm. Special 
shout out to Alaa and Marwan who were fantastic 
as Frankenstein and Clerval. Well done, keep it 
up!  

A Shout Out from Mr Lowe in Science... 
I would like to recognise the wonderful focus and 
engagement that 7I displayed in the lead up to their 
mid-year exam in Science. A great effort by all.  

A Shout from Miss Pearson in RE… 
Big shoutout to 7I and 7G for preparing for their 
mid-year exams. Very proud of how hard you are 
working! 


