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Headteacher’s Message  

 

 

Friday 27 September 2024 

This week’s issue: 
 

Attendance Information 

Chaplaincy Corner 

Highlights of the Week 

Important Information 

  ParentPay 

  Free School Meals 

     Blue Dot / Eat Well 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope this edition of Round Up finds you well. First and foremost, 
I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all the parents and 
carers who attended the Year 10 Maximising Achievement Even-
ing last night. It was truly wonderful to see such strong support 
for your children, with the hall being full once again. The positive 
culture among our students is evident, and I am confident that 
this will bear fruit throughout the year. 

This past week at St Matthew's has been action-packed and full 
of exciting activities. We continued with our rewards events, rec-
ognising a high number of students for their outstanding atti-
tudes. I have had the pleasure of visiting plenty of lessons this 
week, and it has been fantastic to see our Year 7 students set-
tling in so well. Additionally, Year 8 students are building on their 
strong start from last year. 

Looking ahead, we are eagerly anticipating our Open Evening 
next week, which is a key event for us to celebrate all the pro-
gress we have made. Please note that school will close early that 
day at 2pm to allow us time to set up for the evening. 

In other news, we are expecting our next monitoring visit from 
Ofsted shortly, and there is a possibility that this inspection may 
convert to a graded visit. This will be an important moment for 
everyone connected to the school, as a positive report can signif-
icantly impact the calibre of staff we attract. This in turn enhances 
the educational experience of your children. 

As we reflect on this week, Sunday's Gospel reminds us that 
God's gift of goodness is ever-present, uniting and enriching the 
St Matthew's community. St Basil the Great once said, "Each 
person, according to their ability, should be a pattern of goodness 
to others." Our school is a diverse and enriching community, 
founded by individuals with a desire to serve God and help our 
children be the best they can be. 

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to the St 
Matthew's community. 

Have a lovely weekend and God bless 

Mr Nightingale 
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Attendance Information 

100% attendance  0 days missed  Excellent  
0 lessons 
missed  

  
Gives your child the 

best chance of        
success and gets them 

off to a flying start  95% attendance  
9 days of absence, 1 week 

and 4 days of learning 
Satisfactory  

45 lessons 
missed  

90% attendance  
19 days of absence, 3 weeks 

and 4 days of learning 
missed  

Poor  
95 lessons 

missed  

Less chance of                    
success, makes it             

harder to make                  
progress 

85% attendance  
27 days of absence, 5 weeks 

and 3 days of learning 
missed  

Very poor  
140 lessons 

missed  

Serious implications 
on learning and            

progress  
  

  
80% attendance  

  

36 days of absence, 7 weeks 
and 3 days of learning 

missed  
Unacceptable  

190 lessons 
missed  

75% attendance  
  

45 days of absence, 9 weeks 
and 1 day of learning missed  

Unacceptable  
230 lessons 

missed  

If your child’s attendance falls below              
93% we will require medical                   
evidence to authorise any absences.                     
 

Medical evidence can be emailed to:                            

attendance@smrchs.com 

Be on target... 
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Attendance Information 

Students need to be in                               
school to maximise their                                                                  

LEARNING SUCCESS 
If you require any support or advice to help with your child to        

improve their attendance then please get in touch with us at 

school or email:  

Attendance@smrchs.com 

G Matthew: Strategic Attendance Lead 

C Grainger: Attendance Lead 

S Ross: Attendance Officer/ Safeguarding Officer

Attendance continues to be a key priority in school this year for all pupils.  

If students are not in school, they are not learning.  

Please remember that every school day is important for your child.    

Please try to follow these simple steps:  

• Try to judge how ‘severe’ your child's absence is.  Do they really need to stay at home?  

• Is your child better by mid-morning? If they are, send them into school.  

• f your child has an extended or intermittent but persistent condition, contact their Head of Year 
and arrange a meeting to set up a supportive action plan.  There is a lot of support we can offer 
to prevent your child from missing school.  

• Non-urgent doctor, dental appointments and check-ups should be made out of school time where 
possible. School finishes at 3pm.   

• If your child has a cough, cold menstrual pains, please send them to school.  usually once they 
get with their friends, they forget they feel unwell.   

Don't think that the ‘odd day off can’t harm’.  Research carried out on the effects of broken weeks 
and achievement is astounding.  A student can have 95% attendance but still have 10 broken 
weeks! Hugely detrimental to your child’s learning, leaving big gaps in knowledge.  
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Attendance Information 
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Chaplaincy Corner 

Mr Hall: Chaplaincy Lead 

 

This week in form time collective worship, Ms. Taylor invited pupils to 

PARTI (Petition, Adoration, Repentance, Thanksgiving and Interces-

sion). This reminded us of the importance of prayer. Pupils were asked 

to reflect on the different ways we can communicate with God whether 

that is praying for ourselves or on behalf of someone else. 

This week, pupils also reflected on the messages of Pope Francis who's 

monthly prayer intention was for the cry of the earth, 

 "Let us pray that each of us hears the cry of the Earth and the          

victims of natural disasters and climate change, personally            

committing to care for the world we inhabit. 

On Thursday this week, we celebrated European Languages Day.             

Pupils were invited to say a prayer in either Italian, German or Spanish. 

The week ended with a reflection on the St. Vincent de Paul Society and 

all the wonderful work they do. The SVP is an international Christian 

voluntary organisation dedicated to tackling poverty and disadvantage 

by providing direct practical assistance to anyone in need. 

This week’s KS3 Bible theme centred around  the story of Noah. Join 

Miss Cooper on a Tuesday lunch time in T2 if you wish to find out more 

about scripture and how it relates in our modern world.  
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Highlights of the Week 

RE Department 
We had a great turn out for Lesson 6 again this week looking at Incarnation and 
the Paschal Mystery. All KS4 have now received a link to Seneca as part of our 
online RRR. Look out for future links in your Edulink inbox. KS3, watch this 
space for your RRR coming soon via our new Boost online platform.  

Look who’s this week’s RE Star of the Week! 
Teacher Student 

Miss Cooper Precious 10X2 

Mr Hall Somtochi 8E 

Mrs Hill Georgia 7D 

Mrs Lennon Dayane 11y1 

Mrs O’Leary Lillie 8J 

Mr Passarello Aman 11y4 

Miss Pearson Aneela and Sarah 8B 

Mr Robinson Filip 10x1 

Ms Taylor Charlie 11y2 

Ms Wrigley Archie 10x4 

Well done to all our winners. Staff nominate their stars for a number 
of reason. Who is going to shine brightest in RE next week?! 
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Highlights of the Week 

Top Art and Technology Award 

Art                                

SUPER STARS 

Technology                 

SUPER STARS 

Student YR Student YR 

Salem G Y7 Nikita Y7 

Humphrey Y8 Crystabel & Jacob Y8 

Rossira Manuel Y9 David C Y9 

Maisy B Y10 Myles B Y10 

Ofure Ehimare Y11 Amelia Y10 

  Ellie C Y11 
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Highlights of the Week 

Miss Elliot’s Top Art Award 

Keep your eye out for              

Miss Elliot’s Top ART Award! 

Chances to WIN fabulous prizes! 

Last week's Miss Elliotts big 
Top Art award winner is Iwinosa 
from 7K! Congratulations! 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 6 Transition Visits 
Last week Mrs Walsh and Mrs O'Leary, alongside our wonderful students Hattie A (Yr 10) 
and George W (Yr 8), visited our six partner primary school’s to speak with their Year 5 and 
6 children. We had a great time meeting them and speaking to them about everything St 
Matthew's. We officially invited them to visit us at our annual Open Evening on Thursday 
3

rd
 October.  

Hattie and George answered a number of questions from the students and they represent-
ed our school community wonderfully. They spoke with such pride about their experiences 
here and we have already had a number of positive emails from our primary school col-
leagues about how many of their children are already making comments like "I want to go 
to St Matthew's".  

Many thanks to Hattie and George for their help with this and for being excellent ambassa-
dors of our school community.  
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Highlights of the Week 

SMRCHS Bake Off Challenge! 
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Highlights of the Week 

SMRCHS GLSA  

The G.L.S.A. group had a visit this half term from The Proud Trust. The Proud 
Trust is an organisation that supports young people and helps them discover 
who they are so that they can live happier and more settled lives.  
Ava was the woman who came to school to tell us about the organisations 
work and how it could possibly help us as a school as well as us individually.  
 

The G.L.S.A group had a very interesting and productive meeting 
and would like to share some of their thoughts of the meeting.  
 

 It was a nice experience to talk about coming out.  
 We got to learn about an outside source of support and a community 

of support outside of school.  
 It was cool and interesting.  
 It was a wonderful experience and I am interested in being a youth 

counsellor at The Proud Trust.  
 I may use their online support to talk about things.  
 I really enjoyed hearing about the inclusive work of the trust.  

 I am definitely going to join the youth group.  
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Highlights of the Week 

Maths Department 
 

Check out the SMRCHS Good Will 

Hunting Challenge… 

 Can you solve your year group question? 

 Write your name and answer on A4      

paper… 

 Drop your answer in the letterbox… 

 Wait for the winner to be announced! 

Sample Year 8 question: 
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Highlights of the Week 

Beehive 
 

Mrs Tilbury would like to Shout Out… 

8K have been continuing their work on Gothic 
Fiction! This week we have been recalling the 
story of Frankenstein & his monster creation. 

The students began the week by creating a story 
map to demonstrate key knowledge &               
understanding. They added in key words                   
and illustrations to support their retelling                
of the story.  
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 11 
Top 5 Achievers: Molly 

Top 5 Achievers: Jessica 

Top 5 Achievers:  Anthony 

Top 5 Achievers:  Ben 

Top 5 Achievers:  Destiny 

Top Attending Form: 11CSM 

Students with 100% Attendance: 170 students 

Miss Mirza would like to Shout Out… 
Beau is trying really hard in class and so is Codie. There has been an improve-
ment in class and I am pleased that they are contributing to the lesson. 
  
Mrs Gyves-Walker would like to Shout Out… 
Year 11 – are focussed and making fantastic progress. Biggest improvement is 
definitely Divine O, but the rest of the group are all putting in a great effort! 
 

A special shout out to Ben, Aman, Nethenia, Shekinah, Giorgia, Praises, Osar 
and Patryk for their excellent Sentence Builder RRR completion! 
  
Miss O’Brien would like to Shout Out… 
To her GCSE Drama class, I’m really happy with your progress and hard work. 

Year 11 working hard in their Drama lesson... 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 10 
Top 5 Achievers: Favour 

Top 5 Achievers: Choice 

Top 5 Achievers: Elizabeth 

Top 5 Achievers: Gracie 

Top 5 Achievers: Leonnorah 

Top Attending Form: 10D 

Students with 100% Attendance: 180 students 

  

Miss O’Brien would like to Shout Out…                
Year 10 are fully embracing the GCSE Drama 
course and showing brilliant levels of skill and             
creativity in rehearsal and performance.             
Well done to Liz D who has made exceptional          
efforts since the start of Year 10.                          
Actor of the Week well deserved! 

Mrs Gyves-Walker would like to shout                        
Out… Year 10 French have made a                                    
fantastic start to their GCSE French course.                      
Victory received a star award this week for                  
her excellent effort in class and her                                     
outstanding RRR completion on                                         
Sentence Builders.                                                                  
Bravo Victory! 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 10 

Miss Waters would like to Shout Out… 
Year 10 Child Development did some 
great work on adapting fine motor skills    
to support different age groups. Also           
Ana-Maria and Maisey B have put in  
100% in every lesson which is fantastic        
to see. 

Mrs Callison would like to 
Shout Out… Year 10 have             
settled in really well and have 
shown a very positive attitude to 
learning. Special mention to Jude 
T and Oliver D! 

Ms Wrigley would like to 

Shout Out… Archie Barnes 

9G! Fantastic improvement 

in his engagement and              

application. So proud of him. 

Miss Raynes would like to shout Out… 
Year 10 Hospitality & Catering have                      
been learning about the bread making             
process and have done a great job of              
producing a batch of bread rolls where    
they have experimented with creating            
different shapes. 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 9 
Top 5 Achievers: Jacob H 

Top 5 Achievers: Josh M 

Top 5 Achievers: Lavanah P 

Top 5 Achievers: Ashton M 

Top 5 Achievers: Jake H 

Top Attending Form: 9G 

Students with 100% Attendance: 201 students 

 

Miss O’Brien would like to Shout Out…                                          
Year 9 have demonstrated excellent effort and engagement 
this week in Drama whilst exploring Face the Play in the style 
of Emma Rice's Community Theatre. Lots of achievement 
points and certificates awarded.  
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 9 

 

Mrs Hill would like to Shout 
Out… Fantastic effort from 
Year 9 in PE this week in 
Touch Rugby. Well done,  
really proud of your                
progress.  

Mrs Hill would like to 
Shout Out… Brilliant      
netball practice for             
Year 9 this week!                  
Keep it up! 

Miss Raynes would like to Shout 
Out… Year 9 pupils have been devel-
oping their fashion drawing skills and 
have produced fantastic designs of 
their pyjama shorts.  Well done to all 
pupils for their effort and focus in          
lessons.  

Mrs Garman would like to Shout Out… 
9F have impressed me loads this week 
with their amazing attitude to learning.  

This week’s Stars of the Week are             
Hosanna, Luke and Alvin.                            
Keep it up, 9F!  
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 8 
Top 5 Achievers: Harley T 

Top 5 Achievers: Aiden B 

Top 5 Achievers: Theresa I 

Top 5 Achievers: Sylvester E 

Top 5 Achievers: Dylan B 

Top Attending Form: 8F 

Students with 100% Attendance: 198 students 

Year 8 Team of the Week!                      
Aditya (8A), Dallyce (8A), Hawah (8I), Codie (8K) and Jamie (8F) 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 8 

A Shout Out to Cedar... 

This week’s YEAR 8                               
ATTENDANCE                     

WINNER!!! 

Miss O’Brien would like to Shout Out… 

Year 8 continue to show creativity and flair 

on stage in Drama whilst exploring Brecht 

and his political theatre. Lots of            

achievement points and certificates 

awarded! 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 8 
Mrs Gyves-Walker would like to 
Shout Out… That she is delighted 
with the standard of work being pro-
duced in Year 8 French and Spanish. 
Here is a Year 8 book showing de-
layed dictation,  translation and a gap-
fill exercise on the topic of daily rou-
tine!  

Ms Pearson would like to 

Shout Out… A massive well 

done to Marco and Eminence 8B 

for brilliant effort on their first 

AIM in RE!  

Miss Higgins would like to Shout 
Out… To 8F for their continued              
excellent work in history. They have 
been absolutely amazing, and I look           
forward to seeing them on my             
timetable every week. One of my                
favourite classes to teach in the             
whole school! 

Miss Waters would like to 

Shout Out… Had an amazing 

turn out at Netball Club!!! Keep 

up the dedication Year 8 its          

fantastic to see so many of you 

there. 

Mrs O’Leary would like to Shout 

Out… There has been some great 

work from Teresa and Lilly in 8J in 

RE. They always complete their work 

to the highest of standards. 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 8 
Mr Napier would like to Shout Out… Here some images of pupils in 8K working ex-

tremely hard to research information about the importance of Baptism for Catholics. They 

were in a ‘carousel’ activity where they moved around the room to select key information 

about the sacrament of Baptism to complete the grid with key points on the symbols of a 

candle, holy water, the sign of the cross, chrism and reading the word of God. 

Every pupil tried really hard to provide as much information as possible about each sec-
tion and showed a good level of understanding throughout the lesson.   

Mr Napier would like to Shout Out… Here are some examples of pumpkin drawings 

from Francis A, Joshua S and Jayden R from 8K. They all listened really well and followed 

the steps to add detail on each stage of the drawing. Well done all of you! 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 7 
Top 5 Achievers: Yu Ling Z 

Top 5 Achievers: Miley B 

Top 5 Achievers: Valentina M 

Top 5 Achievers: Mesik A 

Top 5 Achievers: Rui M 

Top Attending Form: 7H 

Students with 100% Attendance: 230 students 

 
Mrs Pearson would like to Shout Out…                                                                     
A massive well done to Hafsa and Penelope in 7I for there beauti-
ful book presentation and hard work in lessons. 

Mrs Mirza would like to Shout Out…                                                                      
To all my students in 7y/Ma2 for being such a great class! I am pleased with 
each and every one of you for all your fantastic contributions to the lesson and 
for always being on time! 

Mr George would like to Shout Out…                                                                                 
Year 7 have produced some amazing professional looking pasta salads this week, they 
have shown a wide range of skills from cutting to health and safety in the kitchen. 

Miss Waters would like to Shout Out…                                                                                
My 7X class today really impressed me by warming themselves up at the begging of the 
lesson! Fantastic keep it up! 

Mr Darjee would like to Shout Out…                                                                                
To my Year 7 class. They were excellent in their Maths lesson this week.                    
Congratulations to Caleb for STAR OF THE WEEK in 7Y3.  



 24 

Highlights of the Week 

Year 7 
Mrs Garman would like to Shout Out…        
7B have really impressed me with their              
resilience and dedication to their                      
learning. I usually choose two stars of the 
week, but this week I had to chose four! 
We’ve been learning how to write                      
analytically and they’ve pushed                           

themselves every single lesson!  



 25 

 

Information 
 

 

How To Activate A New Account 
You will need an activation letter or email from school to get started. If you have lost  this or not yet 
received it, email the school at parentpay@smrchs.com   

You need a valid email address as a username and for account verification. 

1.Navigate to parentpay.com  

2. Select Login at the top right corner of the screen 

3. Enter the username and password provided in your activation letter / email and select activate. 

4. Complete the activation as detailed on screen. 

5. That’s it you’re all done! 

 

How To Top Up A Parent Pay Lunch Account  
 

1. Navigate to parentpay.com  

2. Select Parent Login 

3. Username—this is your email address 

4. Password—this is what you chose once you had activated your account 

5. Select Login 

6. Click Continue—(or if you want to set up one click payments follow the screen prompts)  

7. Select Pay for meals 

8. Enter how much you want to pay (minimum payment is £5) 

9. Select Add to Basket 

10. Click on Basket and check the amount is correct 

11. Click proceed to Checkout 

12. A receipt will be sent to your email address from Parent Pay. 

13. That’s it you’re all topped up! 

The minimum top up is now £2.50. 
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Important Message 
Debt on ParentPay Lunch Accounts 

Please check ParentPay and top up funds to clear any debt.                 

If you are struggling to clear debt on your account, we suggest your child/ children bring a packed 
lunch each day as they will no longer be served in the cafeteria if a debt appears on their account 
when they go to be served. 

We are here to help you please contact the Finance Team to discuss further or email 

parentpay@smrchs.com 

Children on Free School Meals have a £2.50 daily allowance for a meal at lunchtime. This               
allowance is not to be used for snacks at break time. If you wish your child to buy snacks or spend 
more than the allocated £2.50 you should top up their Parent Pay account accordingly. 

Children on Free School Meals will now have a daily spend limit of £2.50, they will not be permitted 
to go over this limit and will be refused any items over the cost of £2.50. If you put additional funds 
on their   ParentPay account we will remove or change the daily limit to one you chose for your 
child. 

If you have not activated the account please do so immediately. 

If you have misplaced your unique username and password to activate the account contact the Fi-
nance Team straight away. 

Your child will need their account activating to: 

Buy snacks / meals from the catering service 

Purchase academic items 

Go on school trips/events  

Information 
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We encourage all parents/ carers to check if their child is entitled to free school meals (FSM). Being          
registered for free school meals benefits both the student and the school as we will receive extra funding. 
It is the parents/ carers responsibility to apply for free school meals on behalf of their child. 

Applying for Free School Meals only takes a few minutes. Please click on the following link to apply:  

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals 

If you are struggling with your application, please contact finance@smrchs.com and the Finance Team 
will be happy to assist you with your application. 

 

Qualifying criteria for free school meals: 

You are receiving Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than 
£7,400, as assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods). 

Income Support 

Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

The guarantee element of Pension Credit 

Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross             
income of no more than £16,190). 

Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

No recourse to public funds (NRPF) 

Free school meal eligibility has now been permanently extended to children in all households with no         
recourse to public funds (NRPF), subject to maximum income thresholds and savings. If you are in this 

category, please ask the Finance Office finance@smrchs.com for a paper application. 

Information 

Free School Meals 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
mailto:finance@smrchs.com
mailto:finance@smrchs.com
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Eat Well, Choose Smart 


