
 1 

 

Headteacher’s Message  

 

 

Friday 04 October 2024 

This week’s issue: 

Attendance Information 

Chaplaincy Corner 

Highlights of the Week 

Important Information 

  ParentPay 

  Free School Meals 

     Blue Dot / Eat Well 

Dear Parents and Carers of St Matthew's students, 

With just two weeks until the half-term break, it has 
been another action-packed week here at St Mat-
thew's. We have commenced our educational journey 
celebrating Black History Month, with five of our ex-
ceptional Year 11 students delivering assemblies to all 
year groups. It's inspiring to see pupil leadership thriv-
ing at St Matthew's and so many children embracing 
these opportunities. 

Last night, we were delighted to welcome many pro-
spective families to our open evening. It was wonder-
ful to hear such positive feedback about our school 
community. Our attendance has remained strong this 
week, and I thank you all for your continued support. 

In the coming weeks, we will begin messaging stu-
dents about new rules regarding phone use on the 
premises and punctuality to lessons. As you are 
aware, phones are not allowed in classrooms, and we 
have seen very few incidents of this rule being broken. 
The next phase will introduce designated phone 
zones where phones will be allowed, but they should 
not be visible elsewhere in the building. Again, I thank 
you for your support in this matter. 

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus teaches us that the 
Kingdom of God is open to everyone, regardless of 
culture or background. Jesus uses the example of a 
child to illustrate how we should enter God's King-
dom—with acceptance and trust. God has a great 
plan for each of our lives, and we can discover this 
plan when we remain open to Him. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

Best regards and God bless 
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Attendance Information 

100% attendance  0 days missed  Excellent  
0 lessons 
missed  

  
Gives your child the 

best chance of        
success and gets them 

off to a flying start  95% attendance  
9 days of absence, 1 week 

and 4 days of learning 
Satisfactory  

45 lessons 
missed  

90% attendance  
19 days of absence, 3 weeks 

and 4 days of learning 
missed  

Poor  
95 lessons 

missed  

Less chance of                    
success, makes it             

harder to make                  
progress 

85% attendance  
27 days of absence, 5 weeks 

and 3 days of learning 
missed  

Very poor  
140 lessons 

missed  

Serious implications 
on learning and            

progress  
  

  
80% attendance  

  

36 days of absence, 7 weeks 
and 3 days of learning 

missed  
Unacceptable  

190 lessons 
missed  

75% attendance  
  

45 days of absence, 9 weeks 
and 1 day of learning missed  

Unacceptable  
230 lessons 

missed  

Be on target... 
What is sporadic absence? 

Sporadic absence is when a student                           
frequently misses one or more days                  
each week. 

These absences add up very quickly. 

Please ensure your child attends school for 5 
days each week to ensure they maintain high 
levels of attendance. 
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Attendance Information 

Students need to be in                               
school to maximise their                                                                  

LEARNING SUCCESS 
If you require any support or advice to help with your child to        

improve their attendance then please get in touch with us at 

school or email:  

Attendance@smrchs.com 

G Matthew: Strategic Attendance Lead 

C Grainger: Attendance Lead 

S Ross: Attendance Officer/ Safeguarding Officer

Attendance continues to be a key priority in school this year for all pupils.  

If students are not in school, they are not learning.  

Please remember that every school day is important for your child.    

Please try to follow these simple steps:  

• Try to judge how ‘severe’ your child's absence is.  Do they really need to stay at home?  

• Is your child better by mid-morning? If they are, send them into school.  

• f your child has an extended or intermittent but persistent condition, contact their Head of Year 
and arrange a meeting to set up a supportive action plan.  There is a lot of support we can offer 
to prevent your child from missing school.  

• Non-urgent doctor, dental appointments and check-ups should be made out of school time where 
possible. School finishes at 3pm.   

• If your child has a cough, cold menstrual pains, please send them to school.  usually once they 
get with their friends, they forget they feel unwell.   

Don't think that the ‘odd day off can’t harm’.  Research carried out on the effects of broken weeks 
and achievement is astounding.  A student can have 95% attendance but still have 10 broken 
weeks! Hugely detrimental to your child’s learning, leaving big gaps in knowledge.  
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Attendance Information 

 



 5 

Chaplaincy Corner 

Mr Hall: Chaplaincy Lead 

It was a bumper week this week at SMRCHS’s 
Chaplaincy, celebrating our faith both in and out of 
school. On Saturday 28

th
 September, staff were   

invited to attend the ordination of former pupil, Luke 
Bradbury. Ms. Wrigley described the service as 
very moving and she commented on how honoured 
she felt to be part of both the ordination and Father 
Luke’s first Mass at St. Patrick’s, Collyhurst. 

This week, I  also had the honour of taking St          
Matthew’s students back to visit their old primary 
school, Christ the King. They were treated liked  
celebrities as the minibus pulled up to the school 
gate on our arrival. We were invited to take part in 
prayer stations which were led by pupils of our 
feeder primaries. We gathered many great ideas to 
bring back to SMRCHS in order to develop our own 
GIFT team. Eden, Poppy, Archie, Miley, Penelope 
and Acksah all conducted themselves brilliantly and 
were a credit to both St. Matthew’s and Christ the 
King.  

During form prayer Miss Pearson led the collective 
worship with the theme of Black History Month. 
Each day pupils learnt about a different Saint or 
significant person who showed great faith and de-
termination to overcome different obstacles in their 
lives. 

In Bible Club, Miss Cooper discussed the story of 
Noah with pupils and talked about the relevance of 
scripture in our modern world.  
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Highlights of the Week 

RE Department 
In Lesson 6 this week, we looked at The nature of Salvation and Grace alongside the  
Catholic beliefs on life after death. Next week we will start Paper 1, Section 2: Catholic 
Practices.  A new RRR has been set for KS4 so check those inboxes in Edulink. For KS3, 
watch this space for your RRR coming soon via our new Boost online platform.  

Look who’s this week’s RE Star of the Week! 
Teacher Student Year 

Miss Cooper Keir 10X2 

Mr Hall Amy 11Y3 

Mrs Hill Testimony  8H 

Mrs O’Leary Teresa & Jacob 8J 

Miss Pearson John  9D 

Mr Robinson Jayden  10X1 

Ms Taylor Orla  11X5 

Ms Wrigley Derrick  9H 

Well done to all our winners. Staff nominate their stars for a number 
of reasons. Who is going to shine brightest in RE next week?! 
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Highlights of the Week 

Top Art and Technology Award 

Art                                

SUPER STARS 

Technology                 

SUPER STARS 

Student YR Student YR 

Fatima Y7 Bernadette H Y7 

Logan C Y8 Logan B Y8 

Naomi I Y9 Jude H Y9 

Evie B Y10 Michael A Y10 

Richard B Y11 Niamh D Y10 

Codie J Y11 Emma L Y10 

  Abeeha F Y11 

  Ronnie W Y11 
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Highlights of the Week 

Miss Elliot’s Top Art Award 
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Highlights of the Week 

Maths Department 

SMRCHS MATHS SUPERHEROES 

 This week’s SMRCHS Maths Superheroes are... 
Teacher Student I’m A SMRCHS  Superhero this week because... 

Mr Walker Minahil Fantastic approach to maths, polite, hard working and conscientious. 

Mrs Halkon Osma Great contribution to lessons. 

Mr Matthews Filimo Contributes to discussions, asks questions, works hard, fantastic all round gentleman. 

Mr Chilvers  Lyla Great contribution to lessons. 

Mr Cockerham Melod Excellent effort and focus in lessons - impressive attitude to learning! 

Mr Smyth Rachel Brilliant effort and engagement with her learning! Comes to every morning revision session! 

Miss Ilyas Logan Enthusiastic, Sharp and a keen learner. Working hard to get better with numbers because Logan 
loves numbers. 

Mrs Mirza Josephin She's a pleasure to teach. 

Mr Darjee Brandaon Brandon sets an example for the whole class. Always comes into the lesson with an eagerness to 
learn and has a SHARP start to the lesson every time.  

Mr Stone Daniel O Daniel has been consistent across all he puts his mind to in maths. He has completed his Sparx to 
a great standard as well as his classwork. Well done! 

Mr Hussain Humphrey  Humphrey has worked extremely hard this year so far. He is completely focused in every lesson 
and works to the best of his ability. He is a model pupil.  
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Highlights of the Week 

SMRCHS Bake Off Challenge! 
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Highlights of the Week 

Maths Department 

 Can you solve your year group question? 

 Write your name and answer on A4 paper… 

 Drop your answer in the letterbox… 

 Wait for the winner to be announced! 

Sample Year 8 question: 

Check out our SMRCHS Good Will Hunting Challenge… 
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Highlights of the Week 

Beehive 

Mr Napier would like to Shout Out… 
To 7K for their fantastic work in             
science where they learnt all about 
diffusion. Here they are conducting 
the sugar concentration experiment. 
All the pupils were engaged and            
listened attentively. 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 11 
Top 5 Achievers: Jessica F 

Top 5 Achievers: Molly L 

Top 5 Achievers:  Destiny A 

Top 5 Achievers:  Miriam J 

Top 5 Achievers:  Prosper OM 

Top Attending Form: 11I 

Students with 100% Attendance: 194 students 

A huge Shout Out from Miss Elliot to our Year 11          
students: Amy, Evangeline, Unity, Precious and 
Praises for all their hard work surrounding Black  
History Month! Fantastic work girls. Well done! 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 10 
Top 5 Achievers: Favour 

Top 5 Achievers: Gracie 

Top 5 Achievers: Elizabeth 

Top 5 Achievers: Choice 

Top 5 Achievers: Vanessa 

Top Attending Form: 10C (With a massive 98.6%!) 

Students with 100% Attendance: 169 students 

 

Our Peer Reading Programme got off to a fantastic start this 
week! Here are our Year 10 students interacting brilliantly with 
our Year 7 students. Brilliant work Year 10! Well done! 

SMRCHS Year 10 Peer Mentoring Programme 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 9 
Top 5 Achievers: Precious N 

Top 5 Achievers: Ornella A 

Top 5 Achievers: Kiyva-Leigh D 

Top 5 Achievers: Harez S 

Top 5 Achievers: Anamika S 

Top Attending Form: 9G 

Students with 100% Attendance: 180 students 

Miss Elliot would like to Shout Out… Amazing dedication to art from              
Anamika!!! Just STUNNING!!! I’m so proud of your work! 

Mr Lamming would like to Shout Out… An impressive turn out at after school football club, this 
week. Looking forward to the game away at Burnage on Monday.                                                      
Remember the squad is for the first game only, anyone interested, I need to see you play! 

Year 9 Stars of the Week! 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 8 
Top 5 Achievers: Theresa I 

Top 5 Achievers: Harley T 

Top 5 Achievers: Jamie W 

Top 5 Achievers: Casey-Leigh M 

Top 5 Achievers: Marcel W 

Top Attending Form: 8B 

Students with 100% Attendance: 206 students 

 

Year 8 Team of the Week!                      
Louie G / 8C, Maisie E / 8E, 

Lawrence B / 8C, 
Lillie K / 8J and Angelina M / 8E 

Mrs Wilson would like to 
Shout Out… To Francis for 
his amazing work this week 
in his intervention sessions 
with me. He has produced 
lots of great work and shown 
a very positive attitude. 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 8 

A Shout Out to              

Arman A                   
This week’s YEAR 8                      

ATTENDANCE WINNER!!! 

Miss Elliot would like to Shout 

Out.. Well done to this week’s 

Year 8 Top Art Award Winner, 

Bonnie-Blue for her fabulous          

observation of a pumpkin,              

using contour line. 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 8 

YEAR 8’s MFL Stars of the Week 

Osayemen 

Zainab S 

Kaytlin McD 

Mckenzie O’M-W 

Miss O’Brien would like to Shout 
Out… Well done to Luke in 8C who 
was awarded Actor of the Week for 
his passionate and skilled                     

performance in the Drama studio 
this week. Excellent effort and           
engagement! 

 Mrs Garman would like to 
 Shout Out… To 8E who have           
impressed me with their wonderful  
attitude to English. This week's Stars 
of the Week are Bernie, Somto, and 
Angelina! Keep up the wonderful 
 work!  



 19 

Highlights of the Week 

Year 8 

Mrs O’Leary would like to Shout Out… 

Well done to those in 8J for their           

fantastic efforts in their recent                  

RE AIM task, particularly: 

Jacob, Jnae, Teresa, Lillie K, Leveah, 

Malik and Murad 

Mr Napier would like to Shout Out… Here are some of 

8K’s attempts at creating the rock cycle in Geography 

this week. They used Starburst sweets to break into 

small pieces before applying pressure, heat and 

changing them through the cycle from metamorphic to 

igneous before breaking them up into sediments and 

then back into sedimentary rock. 
 

All the pupils engaged extremely well with the task and 

followed the cycle in their books to label the correct 

part of the cycle. Well done 8K!  
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 7 
Top 5 Achievers: Elizabeth B 

Top 5 Achievers: Annabella IE 

Top 5 Achievers: Mowayinoluwa E 

Top 5 Achievers: Richard A 

Top 5 Achievers: Bryan AA 

Top Attending Form: 7D (with a huge 99.7%!) 

Students with 100% Attendance: 235 students 

Meet our new Year 7 Leadership Team! 

Congratulations Year 7s! 
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This week for our Year 7 assembly, Joel Foster visited our school to discuss mental health, 
and the causes of mental health issues. He talked to the students about stress that he had 
experienced, whilst at school regarding various issues such as relationships and bullying. 
He stressed the importance of being able to speak up and of being able to talk about your 
feelings. He addressed the issue of bullying and spoke about how he had been forced to 
deal with such issues himself. 

Joel then went on to describe the importance of  healthy relationship and how respect 
within all kinds of relationships, whether this be family, friendships or romantic relation-
ships is something that we should all consider. He pointed out the  characteristics of 
healthy and unhealthy relationships, highlighting the importance of respect and tolerance, 
and why diversity should be celebrated between all of us. The experience was very inter-
active and the student participation was brilliant! 

Thank you Josh for visiting St Matthew’s and encouraging us to carefully consider these 
important issues and for sharing your personal experiences with us.  

Highlights of the Week 

Year 7 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 7 

Mrs Lee would like to 
Shout Out… To Fatima  
in Year 7 for good use    
of tone and blending! 

Miss Elliot would like to 
Shout Out… Gorgeous 
drawing skills from Harry, 
Hawwa and Michael in 7Y5 
focusing on tone in Art.           
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Highlights of the Week 
Year 7 Smashing the new SMRCHS Circuit 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 7 

Mrs O’Leary’s                      
Star of the Week!                   

Miss Elliot would like to Shout Out…               
Can I do a shout out to my form 7G, Gra-
cious for all the positive feedback I am 
receiving from science! I am so proud of 
their motivation and focus. Special shout 
out to Isabella who has made it on to the 
girls football and the netball team! A real 
school champion! 

 

 

Miss Stephenson’s Stars            
of the Week in English!                                             
Briony and Walls have               
been outstanding this week! 

Mr Darjee would like to Shout 
Out… To my Year 7 class. 
They have been excellent in 
their Maths lesson this week. 
Congratulations to Caleb for 
STAR OF THE WEEK in 7Y3! 

YEAR 7’s MFL Stars of the Week 

Eden A 

Bernice K 

Ogie 

Mercy 

Trinity 

Mr Collins would like to Shout 
Out… To Faohzia, Shay and          
Salem in 7G for their continued 
hard work and contribution in 
their History lessons! 
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Information 
 

 

How To Activate A New Account 
You will need an activation letter or email from school to get started. If you have lost  this or not yet 
received it, email the school at parentpay@smrchs.com   

You need a valid email address as a username and for account verification. 

1.Navigate to parentpay.com  

2. Select Login at the top right corner of the screen 

3. Enter the username and password provided in your activation letter / email and select activate. 

4. Complete the activation as detailed on screen. 

5. That’s it you’re all done! 

 

How To Top Up A Parent Pay Lunch Account  
 

1. Navigate to parentpay.com  

2. Select Parent Login 

3. Username—this is your email address 

4. Password—this is what you chose once you had activated your account 

5. Select Login 

6. Click Continue—(or if you want to set up one click payments follow the screen prompts)  

7. Select Pay for meals 

8. Enter how much you want to pay (minimum payment is £5) 

9. Select Add to Basket 

10. Click on Basket and check the amount is correct 

11. Click proceed to Checkout 

12. A receipt will be sent to your email address from Parent Pay. 

13. That’s it you’re all topped up! 

The minimum top up is now £2.50. 
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Important Message 
Debt on ParentPay Lunch Accounts 

Please check ParentPay and top up funds to clear any debt.                 

If you are struggling to clear debt on your account, we suggest your child/ children bring a packed 
lunch each day as they will no longer be served in the cafeteria if a debt appears on their account 
when they go to be served. 

We are here to help you please contact the Finance Team to discuss further or email 

parentpay@smrchs.com 

Children on Free School Meals have a £2.50 daily allowance for a meal at lunchtime. This               
allowance is not to be used for snacks at break time. If you wish your child to buy snacks or spend 
more than the allocated £2.50 you should top up their Parent Pay account accordingly. 

Children on Free School Meals will now have a daily spend limit of £2.50, they will not be permitted 
to go over this limit and will be refused any items over the cost of £2.50. If you put additional funds 
on their   ParentPay account we will remove or change the daily limit to one you chose for your 
child. 

If you have not activated the account please do so immediately. 

If you have misplaced your unique username and password to activate the account contact the Fi-
nance Team straight away. 

Your child will need their account activating to: 

Buy snacks / meals from the catering service 

Purchase academic items 

Go on school trips/events  

Information 
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We encourage all parents/ carers to check if their child is entitled to free school meals (FSM). Being          
registered for free school meals benefits both the student and the school as we will receive extra funding. 
It is the parents/ carers responsibility to apply for free school meals on behalf of their child. 

Applying for Free School Meals only takes a few minutes. Please click on the following link to apply:  

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals 

If you are struggling with your application, please contact finance@smrchs.com and the Finance Team 
will be happy to assist you with your application. 

 

Qualifying criteria for free school meals: 

You are receiving Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than 
£7,400, as assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods). 

Income Support 

Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

The guarantee element of Pension Credit 

Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross             
income of no more than £16,190). 

Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit. 

Information 

Free School Meals 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
mailto:finance@smrchs.com
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Eat Well, Choose Smart 


