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Headteacher’s Message  

 

Dear Parents and Carers of St Matthew's students, 

Welcome back to the start of a new half term at St 
Matthew's RC High School. I hope you all had a 
restful break and are ready for the busy weeks 
ahead. The upcoming seven weeks are crucial for 
all our students, particularly our Year 11s who will 
be completing their PPEs, or mock exams as they 
were traditionally known. This period is a pivotal 
time in their academic journey, and we are commit-
ted to supporting them to achieve their best. 

I would like to take this opportunity to emphasise the 
importance of high levels of attendance and punctu-
ality. These are essential for academic success and 
personal development. Every day of learning is vital, 
and regular attendance ensures that students do not 
miss out on valuable lessons and activities that con-
tribute to their overall progress. 

As I write this, we are eagerly awaiting the draft Of-
sted report, which should arrive in the next few 
days. I look forward to sharing this with you, as it will 
reflect the hard work and successes that you and 
your children have contributed to. It is a moment for 
us all to reflect on the progress we have made and 
to celebrate our achievements. 

Our faith teaches us to trust and depend on God, 
sharing our gifts of time, talent, and resources to 
help others. When we use our gifts well, we find our 
purpose and improve the lives of those around us. 
This Sunday's Gospel reminds us that even the 
smallest good deeds, done with love, do not go un-
noticed by Jesus. 

Leading a Catholic school is a privilege, as I witness 
daily the many good deeds performed by our staff 
and students. Their kindness and dedication are a 
testament to the values we hold dear at St Mat-
thew's. 

Wishing you all a relaxing weekend and may God 
bless you and your families. 

Warm regards 

Mr Nightingale 

 Friday 08 November 2024 
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100% attendance  0 days missed  Excellent  0 lessons   
Gives your child the 95% attendance  9 days of absence, 1 week Satisfactory  45 lessons 

90% attendance  
19 days of absence, 3 weeks 

and 4 days of learning 
Poor  

95 lessons 
missed  

Less chance of                    
success, makes it             

85% attendance  27 days of absence, 5 weeks Very poor  140 lessons Serious implications 
on learning and            

progress  
  

  36 days of absence, 7 weeks Unacceptable  190 lessons 

75% attendance  45 days of absence, 9 weeks Unacceptable  230 lessons 

Welcome back to all our students.                                   
There are 30 school days left until we                 
break up for the Christmas holidays. Please 
try to send your child to school every day. 

Be on target... 

If you require any support or advice to help with your child to improve                

their attendance then please get in touch with us at school or email:  

Attendance@smrchs.com 

G Matthew: Strategic Attendance Lead 

C Grainger: Attendance Lead 

S Ross: Attendance Officer/ Safeguarding Officer

Attendance Information 
Students need to be in school                               
to maximise their learning success 

#attendancematters                           
#attend today#achievetomorrow 
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Chaplaincy Corner 

Mr Hall: Chaplaincy Lead 

 

During this week’s Gospel 
reflection we are reminded 
of the greatest command-
ment given to us by Jesus, 
to ‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all 
your mind and  love your 
neighbour as yourself.’           
In this teaching we see the           
importance of our love for 
God and for others. The way 
which we embody this           
commandment was clear to 
see in this week’s staff  
prayer. Mr. Russell asked 
pupils what they like about 
St. Matthew's. The                             
responses really made staff 
consider how important the 
school community is to all 
our pupils.  

 

Look out for next 
weeks edition when we 
will bring you news on 
our Remembrance Day                 
reflection. 
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Highlights of the Week 

REMEMBRANCE WEEK 2024 
Ceramic poppies have been placed in the central green of the 
SMRCHS carpark to commemorate Remembrance Week. Well 
done to our Year 8s, they are beautiful. 
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Highlights of the Week 

Day of the Dead Bake Off 

COMPETITION ***WINNERS*** 

Izabella B / 10A 

Emilee B / 9E 
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Highlights of the Week 

Top Art Award 

Art SUPER STARS              
Student YEAR 

Maksym Y7 

Somtochi Y8 

Malaki Y9 

Michael D Y10 

Adonai Y11 

Cayden Y11 
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MFL SUPER STARS               

Teacher  Year  Student Teacher  Year  Student 

Mrs Gyves -Walker 8 French Aarush S Mrs Hasson 7 Spanish Mohamadin H 

Mrs Gyves -Walker 9 French Shola A Mrs Hasson 8 Spanish Emmanuel O 

Mrs Gyves -Walker 10 French Loredana B Mrs Hasson 9 Spanish Riley J 

Mrs Gyves -Walker 11 French Henok G Mrs Hasson 10 Spanish Lexia F 

Mr Moran 7 French Ireoluwa B Mrs Hasson 11 Spanish Claudio S 

Mr Moran 8 French Kikidaope B Miss Prendergast 7 Spanish Rina M 

Mr Moran 9 French Gerald P Miss Prendergast 8 Spanish Levaeh D 

Mrs Callison 9 German Shaun W Miss Prendergast 9 Spanish Lydia C 

Mrs Callison 10 German Hollie F Miss Prendergast 10 Spanish Emeka A 

Mrs Callison 11 German Safina O Miss Prendergast 11 Spanish Sara L 

   Mr Atkin 7 Spanish Eugene B 
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Highlights of the Week 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
Art & Poetry Competition 

***WINNER***                           
Faohzia: Year 7 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 11 
Top 5 Achievers: Remia M                         

Top 5 Achievers: Luke K                          

Top 5 Achievers:  Molly W            

Top 5 Achievers:  Lydia N                             

Top 5 Achievers:  Sofia O                     

Top Attending Form: 11D 

100%Attendance: 151 students 

Miss Elliott would like to Shout Out… 
The standard of work coming out of my Year 11 GCSE Photography class 
is off the scale! The techniques they are applying to their work are really 
advanced, hence some amazing results! I cannot wait to see what else 
they come up with throughout the year. 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 10 
Top 5 Achievers: Favour 

Top 5 Achievers: Ariam 

Top 5 Achievers: Miley 

Top 5 Achievers: Elizabeth B 

Top 5 Achievers: Vanessa 

Top Attending Form: 10H / Mr Jones 

Students with 100% Attendance: 161 students 

Mrs O'Leary would like to Shout Out… A massive THANK YOU to the  Student Sport Leaders who 
assisted her with a Primary School Football Festival.  

Years10/11 students Myles, Daniel, Ethan, Divine, Miley and Ollie represented the St Matthew's 
community impeccably demonstrating some brilliant leadership qualities whilst officiating in the 
football festival. The way in which they engaged with the primary school students was superb and 
our students were recognised by primary staff members for their efforts and commitment.  

Without them and their help, the Football Festival wouldn't have been able to go ahead. Well done 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 9 
Top 5 Achievers: Jacob H 

Top 5 Achievers: Ashton M 

Top 5 Achievers: Jake H 

Top 5 Achievers: Lewis H 

Top 5 Achievers: Oliver-Joe A 

Top Attending Form: 9E / Mr Broadhead & Mr Ryan 

Students with 100%               
Attendance: 

137 students 

Mrs Ackers would like to                
Shout Out... I felt so proud of my Year 9 
students this week. We were taking a close 
look at racism, specifically the murder of 
Stephen Lawrence. The maturity and sensi-
tivity that this difficult subject was handled 
with by the students was remarkable.            
I’m very impressed Year 9. 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 8 
Top 5 Achievers: Mollie B 

Top 5 Achievers: Miron H 

Top 5 Achievers: Salomeia C 

Top 5 Achievers: Kindness E 

Top 5 Achievers: Crystabel I 

Top Attending Form: 8F / Mr Baron 

Students with 100% Attendance: 210 students 

Year 8 Team of the Week:                                                           
Nazil (8A), Mollie (8C), Reema (8F), Tyler (8J) 

and Murad (8J)  

Year 8 Attendance 

WINNER: 
Sylvester E 

(8F) 
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Highlights of the Week 
Year 8: Fantastic hand sculpted poppies, painted 
with acrylic paint... Fabulous work Year 8! 
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Highlights of the Week 

Year 7 
Top 5 Achievers: Willow M  

Top 5 Achievers: Georgia M 

Top 5 Achievers: Yu Ling A 

Top 5 Achievers: Acksah A  

Top 5 Achievers: Mitchell A 

Top Attending Form: 7I / Mrs Lee 

Students with 100% Attendance: 221 

Mrs Ackers would like to Shout Out… I'm so impressed with 
the work from 7J this week in Drama. They were so creative and 
engaged with the content. Well done! 


